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Selectmen’s Meeting Summary 
July 6, 2011 

 
 

 
 

Selectman Ken Ross-Raymond, Chair Present 
Selectwoman Karen Sheldon Present 
Selectman Pete Ballou Present 
Administrative Assistant Margaret Warren Present 
Office Assistant Kathie Downes Present 

 
Visitors:   Sign in sheet attached with original summary on file. 
 
Chairman Ross-Raymond called meeting to order at 6:30 PM.    
 
REGULAR BUSINESS: 

o Review and Approve Minutes of last meeting 
o June 15th , 2011 – Selectwoman Sheldon motioned to accept the meeting  

summary as written, Selectman Ballou seconded.  Motion passed.    
o Review Accounts Payable & Payroll registers – Select board motioned to accept. 

Departments Update: 
Highway: Road Agent MacDuffie – monthly update:   Summer maintenance – grading and dust 
control on dirt roads.  Selectman Ballou noted that Rabbitt Rd looks good.  Selectwoman Sheldon 
asked about who is responsible for trimming trees that are growing into wires on Gerrish Rd.  
MacDuffie indicated utilities are responsible.  MacDuffie will be starting preliminary work for Warner 
Road Project.  AA Warren noted that she was contacted by member of the Tucker Pond Assn re: 
maintenance of Warner  
 
Trustees of Trust Fund  - 6 month update:  Steve Wheeler, Rick Sheldon and Ken Celmer gave an 
overview of the fund balance transactions from January 1, 2011 to May 30, 2011.  (handout filed with 
original summary of meeting).  General discussion regarding investment policy at this time.  Most 
CDs are in five year plans.  They also manage the MVSD trust funds.  Selectboard thanked the 
Trustees for all their work noting their work in transferring manual system into a spread sheet. 
 
3rd Quarter – Safety Committee Update: 

o Fire Extinguisher Inspections – Lou Freeman handled setting up schedule for the inspections.  
All town extinguishers were inspected last week.  Thank you Lou!. 

o Town took delivery of the Scott Air Packs today.  This is a lease/purchase five year agreement.  
o  

Old Business:  
o House Hold Hazardous Waste Day – We have had several inquiries re: disposal of household 

hazardous waste.   In past years Recycling/Transfer Station Operator have looked into it and it 
is very costly.  AA Warren has made several calls of surrounding communities but has not 
found one that Salisbury participate in.  Office staff will continue to look into all avenues and 
costs associated with such a service for the town. 
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o OHD – Update  
o Sheriff Dept has committed to one officer for parade coverage and is planning on 

providing a second.  Selectmen will ask Explorers to have two individuals available for 
traffic control.   

o Each of Selectmen have volunteered with various town organizations for the day.  They 
will all be available at the time of official presentations after parade. 

o Convertibles for citizen of year and Boston Post Cane holder are all set.  Mr. 
MacDuffie has agreed to let these two cars access the parade route via his driveway on 
Center Rd .  Jim Minard will pick up Harriet Lucia and Ken Ross-Raymond will pick 
up Isabel Bartz at their residence just prior to Parade starting.    

o Reptiles on the Move invoice has been received.  It will be processed for payment on 
the payroll date of July 21st.   

o Parade permit has been filed and Port potties (2) have been ordered. 
o Selectman Ballou reported that he met with representative from Unitil re: cost to have 

electricity at Transfer Station.  Preliminary figures at $8 per foot for 2400 feet (1800 ft Warner 
Road to Transfer Station and 600 ft in to where pole will be set) – is $19,200.  Also will be 
looking at costs to have phone coverage as well with TDS.  Will have more definitive cost 
figures before budget preparation.  

o Selectman Ross-Raymond on behalf of the Board thanked Margaret for all the work she put 
into the Pingree Bridget Project  - Thank You Margaret for a job WELL DONE!!! 

 

New Business:  
o Mileage increase – IRS allows increase to .55.5 effective July 1st.    We are paying .51 now.  

Selectman Ballou motioned to increase mileage allowance to 55.5 cents per mile; 
Selectwoman Sheldon seconded.  Vote in affirmation.  

o Joint Meeting with BOS from Andover, Boscawen and Webster  - July 14th at 6 PM Safety 
Building Complex – re Shared Services. 

o ZBA – resignation from Dennis Melchin – ZBA appoints to fill position until March 2012 
election.   

o Selectman Ross-Raymond received email from Gene Shaw with link to Comstar billing service 
re: ambulance billing.  Comstarbilling.com. 

o Selectwoman Sheldon noted that the Governor signed into law SB-2 – spending cap.  
Selectmen will review the aspects of this new law.   

 

Donations – Monthly Review/Acceptance by BOS as necessary 
o Fire/Rescue Dept – forms submitted for Nikon Coolpix L22 - $125; Temporal Thermometer - 

$100.; Accuchek Aviva Glucometer & Test Strips - $50; IBM Laptop Computer - $250.  
Selectwoman Sheldon motioned to accept these donations; Selectman Ballou seconded.  All 
voted in favor. 

 
Public Comments:  
Sally Jones:  She has voiced concerns in the past about the testing of water at Library / Town Hall.  In 
June she took a sample to DES – Water Testing and got the analysis back.  Appears water is high in 
salt.  Library has posted not to drink tap water.  Sally asked if town would reimburse her the $85 for 
the water testing.  Selectmen motioned to reimburse $85 for the water testing.  Selectmen will also 
post at town hall that tap water should not be used for drinking or cooking.  It was suggested that a 
water cooler and bottled water  be purchased for the town hall.     
Sandy Miller:  Asked for who gets paid for mileage.  AA Warren responded that the transfer station 
employees who haul recycling trailers, people who go to training, etc.  However, most regular town 
business traveling necessity does not get submitted for mileage reimbursement.  



 

3 
C:\Users\Gales PC\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\UZBM31G3\Sel minutes 7-6-11 - final.doc 

Sandy also noted that she received a call from MVSD – Robin Heinz re: bids for oil and propane – AA 
Warren has also made contact with Robin so town can take advantage of these bids.  
Dave Rapalyea:  Asked for  police coverage status.   Selectman Ross-Raymond responded that we are 
working with LGC for filling the part-time chief position.  This position will be actively open for 
recruitment until filled.  Mr. Rapalyea asked about networking with other local police departments.  
He feels town would have better coverage with own police staff.  Selectmen noted that the town is 
being covered by State Police and Merrimack County Sheriff Department.  Selectmen will keep the 
general public posted regarding our options and seek input. 
Kathie Downes:   Noted that Chairman Ross-Raymond’s birthday is today – and wished him Happy 
Birthday. 
 

Correspondence: 
 Kathie Downes noted to Selectboard  a memo to department heads re: updating CIP chart needs 

to be resigned in the proper place.   
Other: All business that shall legally come before the Board 
 

Non-Public Session:  (as necessary) 
o RSA 91-A:3, II (a) and (c)  

At 7:22 PM Chairman Ross-Raymond made a motion to go into nonpublic session per RSA 91-
A:3, II  (a) employee evaluation and (c) hardship issues.  Roll Call vote taken.     
 
Returned to public session at 8:00 PM.   
 
Chairman Ross-Raymond announced motion was made and voted by the Board to seal the non-
public session minutes per RSA 91-A:3 II (c). 
 
Selectman Ballou made motion to adjourn at 8:06 PM; Selectwoman Sheldon seconded.  All 
voted in favor.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Kathie Downes 
Municipal Office Assistant 
 
 

Meeting Summary reviewed and accepted at the July 20, 2011 meeting. 
 
 
________________________ 
Selectmen, Town of Salisbury 


